
GAMBLERS MiONYMOUS TRUSTEES M.,,,;TING 
OCTOBER 16 & 17, 1997 

MANHATTA'.'l' BEACH ivtARRJOTT 
MAl'iHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA 

A) \\i'clcome and opening comments� Tom 1\·I.
Tom M. gave his opening comments. The people at the head table were introduced.
All new Trustees and Alternate Trustees were welcomed and asked 10 stand and 
introduce themse)ves. The rules and procedures cf the meeting: were explaine.d. 
Three Proxy's were received.

II) Remembrance of our departed brothers and sisters - Marshall R.

Marshall R. read a list of all known members who had passed away since out las1:
Board of Trustees meeting held in Chicago at the end of May. Johnny W. was then
asked to lead us in the poem "Another Chance" while everyone stood and held
hands.

C) Roll Call/Changes -Karen H.
Karen H. 100k roll call and simultaneously changes were made to 1hc Confidential
Trustees Listing that was handed out prior 10 the stan of 1he meeting. There are
presem�y 43 eligible \'Otes. 

D) Approval of Minutes from the Crucago meeting
The mlnu1es of the Chicago meeting were approved as submiued.
Approved: 42 Against: O Passed

E) Committee Repo11s

1. Chicago Conference Report - Dan M.
Dan M. gave a report slating that the Chicago Conference wos very successful
with a 10:al profit cf $8,562.05, wi1h G.A. receiving $4,i09. I 3 for their share.
Dan stated thai he had received a hand written renort 1hat was not clear. At
that time Jerry G. gave the final figures. 

· 

2. Los Angeles Conference Report - Jim C.
Jj;n C. gave a re.pon stating all reports ha\·e been received. BoO W. stated
Cserything is going smoothly, although we do not expect to make any money.
We are expe�ting 400 at the Banquet on Saturday and 350 for Friday nights
"Sock Hop".

3, �lyrtle !leach Conference Report - Dnn M. 
Dan M. reported on the Myrtle Beach Conference :o l,e held April 24 · 26. 
1998. All required repons arc being subrniued. Rob S. handed ou1 a new
brochure and explained the new regis1ration procedures. 

4. Orlando Conference Report - Jim C.
Jfrn C. gave the report on the Orlando Conference 10 be held October l 6 · l 8,
1998 at the North Orlando Hilton. They are very organized. All reports have
been submined. Bob F. spoke ond handed out sheets requesting s10:ies for
1heir Conference book.

S. Northern Kentucky/Cincinnati Conference Repo,1 - .Tim C. 
Jim C. reported on the Northern Kentucky/Cir.cinnati Co:iference 10 be held
May 14 · 16, 1999 at the Drawbridge Estates in Northern Kentccky. All 
commiuecs arc being formed and they are on :iheir way to hosting a \'ery
stccessful Conference.
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6. ISO/Lifeliner Report • Karen R.
Karen

_ 
H. handed O<Jt her yearly chan showing the pa.st years activity. The 

101al hgore iS up over 15 percent from lasl year and the number of Lifeliners
has increased to 408 members. Everyone was thanked for their continued
support. 

Bill B. from the Board of Regents gave a report on the status of the
International Service Office handing out a "Comparison oi Data" for the last
four years. This showed !hat our expenses are on rhe rise (do to our increase
as a fellowship) and if we keep up at this pace, we will definitely been in
financial trouble befor'? too Jong. ll is prudent money management for us 10
have at least one year's budget in the bank. A Jetter was read by Mike M. from
Halifa,. Nova Scotia regarding opening new and helping existing meetings in
large geographical areas and the amount of money It takes 10 do that.
Dis.cus.sion was held and many ideas we.re presented.

7. Manhattan Beach Walk·A·Thoo Update - Bob W.
Marc L. reported on the Walk-A -Thon 10 be held Saturday. There will be two
Walk·A·Thons, one at 6:30 A.M. and one a, 3:00 P.M.

8. BOR Report on status of Florida Restitution· Bob W.
Bob W. handed ou1 a "Reconciliation Repon·' showing the accounting of 1hc
financial status on the Florida situation since the beginning. We are receiving
checks each month from the Dcpanment of Corre.c1ions for restitution from
Dick D.

9. History Booklet Update - Dan M.
Danny M. gave an update on 1he current s1a1us of 1he History Booklet.
lnforma1ion is still being gathered and he will continue lo work on this project

10. 12 Step Video Tape Committee Repo11 • Robert, David Joe
No discussion. Item withdrawn.

IJ. 12 Step Audio Tape Committee Report • Larry G. & Ralph D. 
Ralph D. played a tape for review on S1e.ps 4 & 5. Discussion MS held. 
Committee will continue working on this project. 

12. Internet Committee Report - Rob S. & Geoff M.
ROb S. gave a report on the rniemet Comminee. Two motions were made by
Geoff �4. We wili vote on each one separately. 

I. To approve 1ha1 Gamblers Anonymous ln1cma1ional Sm•ice Office manage
the G.A. home pages on 1hc internet. in an ongoing, permane111 basis; and 1ha1
the home page management be a part of 1he annual budget
Approved: 41 Against O Passed

2. Any change.s to 1he G.A. home pages, whether they be enhancements,
2dditions, modirications or deletions (olhcr than typos. and directory
modifications) be first brough1 befote the Board of Trustees and approved by
the Board of Trustee.s. 
Approved: 37 Against: 4 Passed

13. Prison Committee Report • ruck B. (altaclu11c111 #5) 
Rick B. gave a report on 1hc status cf the newly fonned Prison Committee. 
The commiuee has several members. and all gave repons on their perspecli\•e.
Areas. The committee will continue.
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F) Old Business

I. Establish appropriate procedures where the G.A. name is used with
n:gards to cootrac.ts or payment of monetary funds is to be received.
(From Literature Coin01iuee) See enclosed "Hosting a Gamblers
Anonymous Conference" (allachment #J) Linda 0.
Y1ocion to apprnve auac.h.me-nt # 1 10 replace the. two other pieces nLe!'s Host
A Mini Conference" and "So, You Want To Host A Conference".
A?proved: 30 Against 8 Passed (Isl Vo1e)

2. Guidance Code, page 23, article XVJII, section S. Change "eveo" to
"odd" and remove ... "after the election ofTrustee.s". (2nd vote - passed
lirst vote 45 · 0)
A?ptoved: 41 Against O Passed (2nd Vote)

3. If change in at1icle XVIII, se.ction Sis apprond, current term of Officers
to be estendcd 6 months, making the next election to toke place at the
Spring Conference of 1999. (2nd vote · pnssed lirst vote 45 • 1)
A;>proved: 43 Against O Passed (2nd Vote)

4. C,)mbo Book, page 16, question 20, change "self destruction" to
"suicide". After an amendment the new question wou1d read ... "Have you
erer eonside�d self destruction or suicide as a result of your gambling'\
(2nd vote · passed first vote 30·14)
A?proved: 4() Against: 3 Passed (2nd Vo1e) 

S, D,lete Q & A: Are there more compulsive gamblers Ju certain 
otcupations than io others? And replace it with "Are there more 
compulsive gamblers lo cenaln groups than In others?" (page 6 and 
hcmepage) (2nd vote· passed firs1 vote 29·10) 
A?proved: 36 Against: 7 Passed (2nd Vote) 

6. D,lete Q & A: How many compulsive gamblers are there. in the United
States? (page 6 and homepage) (2nd vote • passed first vote 38·3)
A?ptoved: 42 Against O Passed (2nd Vote)

7. Discuss attachment #Zand determine If It ls approprlate to create a drop
in center and outre.ach program w·it.h the use of the G.A. name nith 

outside funds, Tabled from Chicago. (allachruent 112)
Motion made that it is appropriate 10 create drop in center and outreach
programs with the use of the G.A. name with outside funds.
A,proved: 0 Against 46 Failed

8. 0'.scuss adopting .. How it ,vorks'' from the A.A. literature as presented In
the G.A. form. (a11aehruen1 #3) Tabled to Literature Commiuee to check
if there was any copy l'ight problems with this piece.
Motion to table 10 Myrtle Beach.
Approved: 32 Against l Passed

9. R,Jquest that in accordance with the Guidance Code, article X, section 2,
to expel the Anaheim Tuesday Korean meeting from the Fellowship of
Gamblers Anonymous. To further direct them not Lo use the Gamblers
Anonymous name in reference to their meeting. This request is for
ccmtinued violations of Guidanc.e Code, article VII, section 1, Also
violation of Unity Step 4. Tabled from Chicago.
uNote: The g1'0up in question had a member go to the L.A. lutcrgroup
meeting and stated all the problems ha,·e corrected since the Chicago
Conference.
Item withdrawn. 
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10. • .. e following items passed the first vote as a group to change them to
"gender neutral".
1. G.A. Sponsorship Mn,rnal.
2. A New Beginning· pages 26-36 to match Sponsorship Manual.
3. A New Beginning pages 47, 49 and 66.
4. G.A. Info Packet change chalnnan to chairperson.
5. G.A. Info Packet change clergyman to clergy. 
6. Towards 90 Days change "he" to «theytt page S.

7 .  Towards 90 Days change "him" to "him/her" page 11.

8. G.A. Judiciary change page 2 to match the twenty questions in the 
Combo Book. 

(2nd vote· passed first vote as a group 36-S) 
Approved: 39 Against: 1 Passed (2nd Vote) 

11. Delete page 26 paragraph l of "A New Beginning" book. (2nd vote •
passed Orsi vote 42 • 1)
Approved: 37 Against: 2 Passed (2nd Vote)

ll. Delete "and the Eastern Regional Information Center" from pa&e 26,
middle of the 3rd paragraph of ·« A New Beginning" book and any other
place it might appear. (2nd ,·ote -passed first vote 44-0)
Approved: 42 Against: O Passed (2nd Vote)

13. Motion that we replace the "Establi.slung a G.A. group" on page 6 of the
Handbook with "Establishing a G.A, group" from page 1 of the Info
Packet. This motion tabled from Chicago.
Motion lo accept above.
Approved: 0 Against: 37 Failed
Motion to replace "Establishing A G.A. Group" from page I of the 
lnfonnation Packet with "Establishing a G.A. Group" on page 6 of the Group 
Handbook.
Appro,.ed: 39 Against: 0 Passed (1st Vme)

14. Motion t o  change suggested meeting format procedures paragraph io the
"Info Packet" page 2, to be the suggested meeting procedures in section 7,
in the Group Handbook, (lnd·vote • passed first vote 42-1)
Approved: 37 Against: 0 Passed (2nd Vote)

15. G .. .\. lnfo Packet & Group Handbook· make "Meeting Agenda/Format"
for both the same (page 3 of lnfo Packet and page 7-8 ofHaodbook) (2nd
vote · pru;sed first vote 36-4)
Approved: 3& Against: · I Passed (2nd Voto)

16. Group Handbook • discuss under open meetings, 2nd paragraph, line 12,
"at open meeting, families are not permitted to participate in the
meetings." Tabled from Chicago · Chuck R. and Bill B. will prepare
something for Manhattan Beach.
Chuck R. presented a one page handou1 tit1ed "Open Meetings and Closed
�cctings''. A motion wa.s made to accept this piece I'S a rcpiaccment for 2nd
paragraph. line 12 "at open meeiing, e1c." in the Group Handbook.
Approved: ! 7 Against: 22 Failed 

17, )'lotion that we move sun-unary paragraph at the bottom of page . 9 of t he 
Grou1> Handbook to the inside front cover and title as "The ruture growth 
of G.A." (2nd vote· passed first vote 36-4) 
Approved: 37 Against: 0 Passed (2nd Vote) 
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18. All literature • add fax & "e"mall address <1'et')""·.-e our regular
address is. Tabled from Chicago.
Motion to accept above.
Approved: 43 Against: 0 Passed

19. G.A. Judiciary, etc ... change page 2 top line, "beUove" to "belief". (2nd
vote • passed first vote 40-0)
Approved: 3$ Against: I Passed (2nd Vote)

20. G.A. Judiciary etc ... change page 3, 4th paragraph, line 2. "Without help
no compulsive gambler can O\'ef('ome this hopeless phase once atcaiocd".
(2nd ,,ote • passed first vore 29·10)
Approved: 32 Against: 6 Passed (2nd Vote)

G) �ew Dusiuess

1. Discuss the possibility of providing all cruise lines with our G.A.
literature so that regular G.A. meetings could be held during the cruises,
sL11ilar to the A.A. meetings that are conducted. (Sau Diego)
?-.�otion to provide every cniise ship in the world with G.A. liLerature.
Amendment to provide every cruise Jines with G.A. literature. 
Appro,•ed: 2 Against: 35 Faiied 
Qi 1he mction. 
ApprOYed: I Against: 38 Failed 

2. Combo Book page 13 change from1 "adherence co spiritual principles
seem ... " change to, "adherence to spiritual principles� ... "
(Northern California)
�lotion to accept above.
Appro\'ed; 33 Against: 5 Passed (1st Vote)

3. Combo Book inside cover 5th line, change to read. "l sought my brothers
aod sisters, and found all four", (Northern California)
r-.�otion to accept above.
Approved: 4 Against: 33 Failed 
Motion to table to Myrtle Beach. 
Approved: 9 Against: 3 t Foiled 

·Motion 10 change Combo Book, inside cover, 5th ,line to read: I sought my 
brothers and sisters. and found all three".
Approved: 30 Against: I 3 Passed ( I st Vote) 

3A. Change Step 2 in the Recovery Program from, 11normal way of thinking 
e1td living" to 11sanity". (San Diego) 
Motion to acoep1 above. 
Approved: 15 Against: 27 Failed 

4. Discuss when a Trustee or Alternate Trustee. or former Tru.stee or former
Alternate Trustee loses their abslluence, must they be re-elected to the
Board before they have the rights afforded current or past members who
ore in good standing such as the right to address the Board on issues they
have not personally put on the agenda. (San Diego & North. California)
Morion made thar when a Trustee or Alternate Trustee or fonner Tnistee 01'
Alternate Trustee lose.s 1heir abstinence rhe)' must be rc·electcd to 1he Board
of Trustees before they ha"e rights afforded in good standing such as 1hc right
to address the Board.
Amendment to add, "or be abstinent for two years bofore allowed 10 address
tte Board".
.�pp:o\'ed: 9 Against: 23 Failed 
On the motion. 
Apprc"ed: 13 Against: 30 f'aile<l 
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5. • .,�uss if a meeting or an area has the right to ban a member from
attending meetings or suspend a member for a period of rime end also
what lf any guideUnes arc established for doing this. Attachment # 4 -
letter enclosed. (San Diego)
Discussion only.

6. Discuss adding a $10.00 fee to the n,gistration at conferences with that
amount going to G.A. for the G.A. members or Gamanon for the
Gamanon members this way the profil of a conference- js oe,:er an issue.

(So. Calif.)
Motion made that effective January 1999 all National/Jntemational
Conferences will add $ 10.00 per 0.A. registration fee, with those funds
(+$10.00 each) being donated to the J.S.O. aficr the Conference ends.
Amendment to change beginning 10 July I, 1999.
Approved: 11 Against: 25 Failed
On the motion.
Approved: 8 Against: 32 Failed

7. Have a G.A. coin or medallion available at the I.S.O. lo recognize
members who are celebrating anniversaries other than the years for
which pins an, available, (No. Kentucky)
Motion that Gamb?ers Anonymous International Service Office make
availabte 10 it's members a rtoovery meda11ion recognizing ye.ars of service
(par1icularly the years for which pins are not available). That the J.S.O. pursue
a source and set a price for the medallion and that this be G.A. approved
literature.
Motion to table.
Approved: 3 Against: 30 Failed
On lhe mmion.
Approved: 26 Against: 15 Passed (1st Voie)
Karen ):(. will get prices to be presemed at Mynle Beach.

8. Include in aU contracts with hotel, for National Conferences in the future
the following language. "The managemenc of the hotel agrees not to allow
any fonn of gambling or gambling devices to be present on the premises
and accessible to hotel guests during the Gamblers Anonymous
Conference. Any breach of this agreement would result in the contract
being null and void. For the purpose of this contract breaches would
Include, but not be limited to, lollery machines, lottery tickets, sports
wagering, bingo or casino style gambling. It does not include recreational
games and machines, I.e. videos games, that do not offer any for of
payofr'. (No. Kentucky)
Motion 10 accept above as written wilh 1yp0graphical correc1ion "2.ny form of
payoff' on last line.
Approved: I AgainSt: 40 Failed 

9, Combo Book page 17, paragraph #3. Add "trading in" in front of the 
words "sto<:k market". (San Diego) 
Motion 10 accep1 above including the word "the" in from of "stock market''. 
Approved: I J Against: 28 Failed 
�No1e: This is the same item as New Business #I l. which were put on by two 
differcnl areas and were therefore taken as one item. 

10. Combo Book page 16 change from "Mosl compulsil'e gnrnblcrs will 
answer yes to at least se,,en of these questions1

' to "Most (but not all) 
compulsive... (New York) 
Mm ion 10 acce .p1 abO\'C. 
Approved: 7 Against: 33 Failed 
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11. Combo Book page 17 #3 change from "thls Includes the stock market ... "
to"this includes trading in the .stock market ... 11 to be consistent with past
decision of the Board of'lrustee . (New York)
See item #9 of New Busine.ss.

12, Discuss Unity Step #3 nod define what the word "desire" means in context 
of that step. c-;ew York) 
Motion 10 change Unity Step # 3 to read: The only requiremen1 for Oamb!ers 
Anonymous membership is the recognition of a gambliJlg problem. 
Motion 10 table. 
Approved: I Against: 35 Failed 
On 1he motion. 
ApprO\'ed: 5 Against: 37 Failed 

13. Discuss Retirement Plan approved by the Board of Regents for the I.S.O.
employees. (No. California)
Discussion only.

14. Combo Book page 14 change "world series pool" to "office sports pool".
(Area 8A)

Mo,ion 10 change page 14 of the Combo Book from "a world series pool" 10 

''any sports pool".
Approved: 4 Against: 36 Failed

15. Appro,•e "Gamblers Anonymous Your First Meeting" attachment #6 as
approved G.A. literature. (Las Ve2as)
Motion to accept above.
Moiion 10 table 10 literature comrruttee.
Approved: 39 Against: 3 Passed
Motion is pending and will be on Myrtle Beach agenda.

16. Discuss wording for hold harmless agreement for the Board of Regents
liability insurance. To be distributed at the Coofen,nce.

(Board of Regents)
:vtotion to table 10 Myrtle Beach for legal interpretation.
Approved: 27 Against: 10 Passed

17. RE:quest to approve attachment #7 as approved G.A. literature, so that it
can be banded out at the meetings. (Kansas City Area 8B)
Mo:ion to approve attachment # 7 as approved litera1ure so that j1 can be
handed out at the meeting, but not necessarily be distributed by I.S.O.
Motion to table.
Approved: 9 Against: 32 Failed
On the motion.
Approved: 4 Against: 33 Failed

18. Combo Book page 1 "History'• 2nd paragraph 2nd sentence, change,
1'ce11ain spiritual principles" to '1the 12 Step Recovery Program of
Alcoholics Anonymous ... " The new sentence would read. ''In order to
accomplish this, they used for a guide the 12 Step Recovery Program of
Alcoholics Anonymous which had been utilized by thousands of people
who were recovering from other compulsive addictions". (Area 8A)
Motion 10 table to Mynle Beach.
Approved: 8 Against: 30 Failed
Motion to accept above.
Amendment made to delete 1he references 10 A.A.
The Chair ruled 1he amendment out of order because it woo Id definite! y
cha.nge the- molion.
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__ ,air is then challenged. 
Vote en the challenge is 38-3 that the Chair is in order. Therefore the
amendment is ouc of order. 
On the motion. 
Approved: 6 Against: 36 Failed 

19. Approve that the "Big Book" of Alcoholics Anonymous and the 12 & 12
of Alcoholics Anonymous be recognized as approved G.A. literature.

Motion to accept above. 
(Area 8A) 

Approved: l l Agai.nsl: 2i Failed 

20. Vote on the site of the !999 FaU Western Conference.
Portland, Oregon and San Diego, California both presented bids for the above
Conference in that order. A vcte was taken by secret ballot and San Diego was
awarded the Conference to be held October 8 · 10, 1999 at the Handlery Hotel
& Resort ln San Diego.

H) Anything omitted from the A11enda

Ne.w Business Items

21. Combo Book Page 14 "Definition of Gambling" Change to read:
Gambling for the compulsive gambler is dermcd as foJlows: 11 Any betting,
wagering or intentional risking of anything of value for self or others. no
matter how slight or insigniflcaot, where the outcome is unce11-ain or
depends on chance or "skiU" constilutes gambling." Palm Springs
No Discussion.

22. Change the A, B, C's in our B.O,T. Areas to numbers,
Mol ion to accept abo\'C,

Las Vegas 

Approved: I 3 Against: 22 Failed
Recount
Approved: 17 Against: 23 Failed

23. Change the last sentence of article VII, Section 4, Page 5 of the Guidance
Code, "Date of abstinence starts from your tlrst Gamblers Anonymous
meeting after your last bet." Las Vegas
Motion to accept abol'e.
Approved: 35 Against: 2 Passed (Isl Vote)

24. Group Handbook, Page 2, Number 7, after the word abstinence put a
comma, then (providing that they attended 39 or more meetings during
the prtvious lZ months). Las Vegas
Motion to accept above.
Approved: 15 Against: 18 Failed

I) Good and Welfare

The meeting was closed with the Serenity Pra)·cr at 3: 19 P.M. The collection for lhe 1hree 
(3) sessions was S814.00.

TIie next meeting of the Board of Trustees will be held April 23, 1998 in Myrtle Beach, 
So. Carolina. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Karen H., (ntemmional 
Executive Secretary 
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