
il'ffNU'I'RS OF IDARD OF' TRUSTEE'S MF.E'l'JNG 

20th EASI'ERN CONF'ERENCE 

Kf GROSSINGERS, Nl:."W YORK 

APHJL ?6, ?7, 1984 

The meeting was called to order by Al G., Chai:mrui of the Board or Tr'Ustee's at 2:30 P.M.

HOLL CALL: Des�tion - Trustees (T) Alternated Trustee (A)

PRESENT: 

Alternate Trustee's Actine; TrusLee (AT) 
Number of Sessions Attended (4) 100% Attendance 
Number ot' Session s Attendtxi ( 11) 

Manuel E., ('1') (4)(4) Melvyn M., (T)(4)(4), Al G., (T)(4)(4), Dons., (Jl.)(4((4) 
Phil G., (T)(4)(4), Vick S., (A)(3)(3), Howle C., (T)(4)(4), Jerry S., (A)(ll)(4) 
Jerry S., (T)(ll)(4), fub G., (AT)(4)(4), Ira C., ('1')(4)(ll), Milton K., (AT)(3)(3) 
George J. ('1')(3)(3), Staffor'd K., ('1')(3)(3), Jerry G. ,(A)(4)(1l), Dick G. ;(�')(4)(11 
James P.(T)(4)(4), Robert B.,(A)(4)(4), Tom s.,(A)(l1)(1l), Dono. s.,(T)(4)(4), 
Eddie L., ('I')(3)(3), Pat P., (T)(3)(3), Joe K.,(T)(4)(4), Milton K.,(A)(3)(3), 
Tony D.,(T)(4)(4), Joe O'N., (A)(/1)(4), Louis T.,(T)(4)(4), David S.,(T)(l1)(4), 
Norman B.,(A)(l)(l), Scott A - ., (A)(4)(ll), Joe s., (T)(lj)(ll), Simons. ,('1')(2)(2}, 
Steve T.,(T)(3)(3), Steve B., (T)(4)(4), Robert N., (A)(4)(4), \,mi. B.,(A)(4)(4), 
Ken G., (T) ( 4) ( 4), Paul T., (T)( 4 )( 4), Ed B., (A) ( 4 )( 4), DaVid F., David F., 
(Ass. Ch.#2)(4)(4) 

Harry P., ('I'), Marcia R., (A), Lynn (H), Abraham L., (A), Hank K., Charles s., (A) 
Al J., (T), WU D., (A}, Larry K., (T), BiJl G., (T), Robert B., (A), Jimey S.(A} 
B111 G., (A), Joel 11., (T), Phillip G.(A).

OID BUSINESS rl'EMS: 

1. Directory of Gamblers Anonymous terms. No item refer to commj ttee
Bill B., New York.

2. Motion regarding the 12 steps of recover'Y. No item changes.

3. How, I keep from eambling - Booklet refer to comntttee George J.

4. Gamblers Anonymous Postel:'s. 2nd-Vote--Passed-Motion Mel M. , ?nd Manie E.
For ... 21 Ar;ainst ... 0

Put sketch in bulletj n exact wording do not add to some wording
gr & intergroup print their own print. __ _ 
Ii' You Have a Gambling Problem or Know Someone Who Does CALL: 

J 
Gamblers Anonymous phone numbers (212) 689-.7500 or (201} 622 .. 11618 
Or write: New Jersey Intere;roup, P. 0. Box 283 Kea New Jersey 0703?_,_ 

5. Increase the number of members on the Boar'd of Trustees to (36) thirty-six
trustees, and :thi_rty-six Alternate tru.<;tees (36}.
Motion Howie C. , 2nd David F. For ... 19 Against ... 2· Gmdance code changes-Passed.

6. Pt·essure group form changes. 1st vote no item.

7. Change combo book page 17, //6 to ruad pressure relief program. Also,
change pressure gr-oup meet� pamphlet and pressure group financial
forms �o the word relief. 2nd vote motion Mel M., 2nd Manie E.----

For ... 20 Against ... 1 Passed 
- ''! (
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MINUTES OR BOARD OF 'IBUS'I'Ef.S MEE'IT.NG CONJ''D

8. Who you see here, What you see here, When you leave here, LeL lt sLa.y here.
2nd vote. Motion David F. , 2nd f'taff'ol"d l

fo'or ... 22 Agaj nst ... O Passed 

9. Report; on Big P..cok New 1st &l. The Gamblers Anonymous Book.
The ldea of producing a canpletely new Gamblers Anonymou:l Book W'dS first
considered in July of 1977. 'l'he Boa:r.'d of Trustees of the �·cJ lowship
discussed the project at  the 20th Anniversary Internatlonal Conference
held j n Chica.go, Ill:i.noi:;. It w-as generally agreed that an orjginal.
approach would be needed to present all se�nts of our program. The
Board also felt the book should be wr·itten in a structured and i.ntercsting
fashion and include all relevant data. At thi.s meeting the Board of
Trustees voted in favor of the proj�-ct and then fonned a conmittee to get
the word out Lo all member·s that submission of fresh ideas and material
would be everyone's responsibj l.ity.
'l'he book remained in the planning stage until it was decided tha.\; the
actual •Nritiriv; should be left to professj onals. The firm that was
selected gathered basic infonnation by attendirc; meetlnr,s, r•eading our
literature and lnter>viewing many of the people who contribut;c-;d to the
book. Approxilllately three years of weekly meetings between the wr•iters
and the corrmittee then folJowed, as it inTnedlately became apparent that
constant input fr·om the .fellowship would be requ:irect. Almost seven
years after the first dicussion by the Board of Trustees the book has
become a reality.
Gamblers Anonymous would like to thank ·everyone who helped in developing
and producing the book. A special thanks to members of CiIDl--1\non and the
professional conmunity who made numerous contributions.
We believe that the aims and purposes of the Gamblers Anonymous Fellowship
have been maintained and advanced through the development of th:i s voJ ume.
Conmittee voted no further payment to Mr. Johns of the writers allowance
Inc. ·C:onmittee to gave list o.f names arrl letter of thank you letter· to
NationaJ Service Office for free Big Blue Book 1st, Ed., for those people
who helped on the New Big Book 1st, Ed. not to exce<.)d 50 copies.

DISCUSSION rI'EMS: 

1 . Tns1 >ranee survey \,ias, nc.vc-r discussed . 

2. The subject of J.R.A. 's and whether or not the compulsive e;ambler should
have them in his or her own name.
Discussed at length came to no decision, a lot of :,u,:zhst'i.onfl ,,,.:)re ·macte etc.

3. l•lhen a group has 20, or so members attendjng, they consider splitting 
into two gr•oups. Out no one could <ilxPJ.aj n.

IL A plan of actjon for Gamblers Anonymous arrl Carn--Anon Lo help Gam-A-'l'eem 
get started throughout the counLr·y. 
Discuss this when a plan is drown up. Defeated on the motion Don s., 2nd 
Dave. For ... 0 Ae;ainst ... 23 

5. Financial support for trustees and alternate to attend Board of Trustees
was on last adj enda out for three meet.lrig of B. o. T.

6,7,8. 
All three together. Definition of Gambling tn combo book. Definition 
or own admission and its meani�. Participation in various a<;Livities 
where the person has on fjna.nciaJ involvement, such as: Reader digesL 
�'weepstakc:;, Gi.ve-/1-Ways at stores where you play bingo or rub out spots 
for prizes, etc... Long Long discussion. 
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MT.NU'l7S 011 BOARD OF TRUSTEES ME!,,"'TOO CONl"D 

DIT,CUSSTON rl'FJ','iS: 

9. Duties of Assistant and 2nd Assistant Chairman of the Iloard of Trustees .
.'3hotJld they be spelled out a.nd included in the guidance code? Refer
to comittee put on next; adjenda.

10. Is there a national Lr·end developing where meeting fonnats have drifted
away fr•om "talking about your past gambling problems"? No. A few
instances, but not a Nat.i.onal trend.
Motion Mel M., 2nd. For ... O Agaim,t ... 211

11. The� proceedures necessary to deLennine whether• or not a meeting is a
Gamblers Anonymous niceti.ng, and under what Cj_rc;umstances is their
recognitio:1 as a Gamblers Anonymous meetine; taken away.
Motion Ira C., 2nd Tom S. Expell thursday nite meeting, Massachusetts.

l<'or ... 3 Against ... 18
MoUon Tra C., 2nd Toms. For ... 0 Against ... 24 
Part #2 Lo handle like guidance code, says Letter by Al G. , Cha.irman to
gr'Oup asking them to use appr.•oved G. A. Jiterature, comply with 6 statement
what is a G . A. group send guidance code copy to group, ask for a reply.

For ... 24 Against ... o

12. Parole procedures on the gr•oup level. Inser•t 113, tabled to act meeting
for out put of rraterial. to Trustees and Alternate Trustceg.

13. To Honor Jim W., and Ray M., as the Co-founders of' Gamblers Anonymous.
Honor Jim W., as Founder not Ray M.

Items O'nitted from agenda

DJ..SCUSSION ITEMS: 

1A Possibility of advance notice on all national progr•anis on or about 
Gamblers Anonymous . Any idea how to do this, only one course 
Natjonal Service Offioo to wor•k, it seems like an impossible task, and 
what results it would br•ing in there are !153, Gamblers Anonymous Groups 
to noti.fy , what a task'? 

2A ClaJ:•ify "Requirements for membership," a desire to stop gambling. 

3A No smoking meetiric;s. Mo ti.on Bill B .. , 2nd. The gr·oup has the r•lght to 
have non-smoking or smoking meetings. 

For ... 18 Against ... l Passed 
1'o have Board of Trustees a non srroking meeting. Motion Bob B., 2nd. 

For ... 2 Against ... 18 Defeated 
Motion Bob B., 2nd. House room split in half smoking, half non smoking. 

For ... ]8 Against ... ? Passed 
4A Clarification of voting procedures for 'rrustees and Alternate Trustees. 

'l'he proceedures ar·e in the guidance code page 211. 

)5-1-8 
Survey New Jersey. Motion George J., 2nd to pass out. Survey 

For ... 19 Ae;ainst ... 3 

15 .. 2-8 
Form from Bill G., for group use in conducting meeting, and items for 
oLher jnformati.on leave up to e;roup. 
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MtNlfl'ES 01:i' BOARD OF 'l'RUS'l'EES MEETING CONT'D 

DISCUSSIONS Tl'0"1S: 

15-8

15-1

15-2

Old Business. Parole proceeding to help someone i.n trouble with the 
law. Out of order; not in hand of tr·ustees. IJ5--0ays before meeting ; 
table f<rr October, 1984 meeting. 

Ncm ination for National Executive Secr��tary. Nominations open Jim Z. 
Ncm.i nations be closed unamindes For ... 211 /\gainst ... O 
James J.Z., National Executive Secretary. 

Give back to New York Intergroup thejr trustee and alternate trustee 
· they gave up at Philadelphia , Pennsylvania Conference. 

15--3 

15-!J 

15-5

NEW BUSI1'IBSS: 

Motion Dave S. , 2nd. F'br ... 20 Against ... O 

Upstate New York Mini Conclave,November 7, 8, 9, 1984, 0.K. to 
advertising in bulJ etin. etc ... 

Spanish combo update and put on tape. 

Establish guide lines by t� .ai:eas Mid-,W,':!st , . East:em, ai:id West . 
The groups that are eligible to have conference, which may 
be brokenin to by someone becomin� eli{?',ible. 
Motion J.ra C., 2nd. Board of Trustee to decide wheI·e the next conference 
will be held, and who will. handle it. 

For ... 3 /\gainst ... 22 Defeated 
Establish list of eJ.ig;!tbJ e groups, or intergroups, that may be brokenin 
,tnen someone else becomes elig:ilble to be handled by chairman anl 
co-chairman. Motion Nonnan Iv. , no one 2nd . 
Leave as had been previous years. 

l. Tr>a.nsfer of the National Service Office, to the East Coast. out of
order,should not be on agenda.

2. T'oat the chair1113n of the Board of Regent, or his representative, attend
every Board of 'I'rustees meetings.
Motion Mel M., 2nd Manie E. Talked about finances.

For ... 19 Against ... 7 

3. That there be guide lines,as to how funds are raised for conventions.

,. .... 

Motion Mel M., refer to corrnnittee Mel M., Manie E. , Howle C., 2nd
Manic? E. For ... 19 Against ... 2 

Combo book-pae;e 2, third 
lo people do not like to 
Daves. 

paragr-aph change no one likes to think, 
think. 1st vote. Motion Don S., 2nd 

For ... O Ae;ainst ... 23 Defeated. 

5. Combo Book-page 12, s<..'COn'l paragraph-change "A Person" to People in the
grip. 1st vote. Motion Ira c., 21'.d.

FIOO" ••• o Against ... ?3 Defeatc.."C! 
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NE\11 BUSINESS: 

6. Ccmbo Book-page 16, nwnher 20 change "as a result" to "as f'esults''
1st vote passed. Motion George J. , 2nd.

7. 

For ... 20 Against ... 4 

Combo Book-page 16 number 18, charge "Do arguments" to "Did arguments" 
1st vote defeated.' Motion George J. , 2nd . 

For ... 2 Against ... 23 

8. Combo Book -pae;e 17, number G, put a conma between for you, and your.
1st vote. For ... o Against ... 2ll Defeated

9. Eliminate Article XI, s�tion 18 of the guidance code. Motion
Howie C., 2nd Mel M. For ... 0 Against ... ?4 Defeated 

10. Combo book.-pae;e 6, number 3, change "is a desire to stop gambling" to
"an honest and sincere d'es�e: to stop gambling." fllotion Mel M., 2nd.

For ... o Ae;ainst ... 24 Defeated 

11. Combo Book - page 8, third pa.ragr:,aph change "has a desire to get we) 1"
to "has an honest a--i.ct sincere desi>re·.• to get well. 1st vote.
Motion Mel M., 2nd Manie E. �'or ... 0 Against ... 24 Defeated

12. Canbo Book - Page 4 & 5, chane;e to be made as per enclosed on the
Recovery program. 1st vote. Out of order was on last agenda.

13. Cancel the 1985 �lestern Convention, because of the conflcct with the
International Convention to be h<1ld in England in July 1985. Motion
Mel M., 2nd. For ... o Against ... 21J Defeat<-!d

llJ. Parms to be used at group lewil as approved literature. 1st vote. 
Motion cancellEKl with drew. 

15. Any business brought before the Board of '11:·ustees and omitted.

16. Good and •.�elf are.

Jim· Z. ·- He] lo everyone, J am Jim Z. , your National Executi vc Secretary,
I know that I have slipped on a tMng but, I keep trying and I will
continue to the best of my aM lity to do so, please trustee
eive some input for the bulletin and we can have a better bulletin
for reading. Thank you f'or your haJ"d work for Gamblers Anonymous,
and I hope everyone continues to do so. I thank you.
Bill B.·- For a better agenda please give Al G., things in writing, so
he can get up an agenda. It's not fair if we donot write to the bulletin
how can we eXpect other· people to write to the bulletin, how can we
expect to be notified of events. Like to thank everyone for the per•tisipat"·
ine, but I th.ink also we should do our hane �1ork before we come here instead
of waiting til we get here to do it.
Ken G.- It's a great fellowship, greater clarifi.cation on items, more
cQfnunication, money wise etc. Try to do a better job, keep trying. 

Mel M.- Very happy to be here in the gr·eat stale of New York, to
pertisipation in the trustees meetjng. . . 
Manie E. - I have been very happy to ser·ve you to the besL of rn:v ab:i.l1Ly,
if anylhing if I can do f'or it for this boa.r'{l, I will be happy to do so·

'l'hank you. 
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MINUTES 01'' OOAHD 01" 'lI{US'rEJ::S MEfil'INC CONT'D 

NEW BUSINESS; 

Dave S.- Sign on the billboard from New Yor•k, and lDng Is.Lan:l, it has been very 
successful. We pay nothing for the bj llboard just pa,y for• the sign. 
Scott A.-- I have been a great accomplishnent, and I am pr'Oud to be here. 'l'banks. 
George J. - I bec:n ask to rerun for trustee, I have not made up IT\Y mind if god 
•ddlling in a fe�1 days an::l be ten years old.
Paul J. - I have learned a lot, and I can see how jJTIJ)ortant it all is Lhanks
a lot-:-
Jim P. - I am ,Jim P., from Wheel.ine;, West Virginia, I do not lalk much, but I
listen good an1 learn a Jot

1 
and suppose everyone her-e is ccrning to Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania conference in July. Thank a lot, booth will be open sunday morning.
Joe K.- I want to leave you w:l .th a though we recently put in a new answering
service, and our calls have trippled in lhe first month. I thank you V<�ry much.
'I\�o line patch system.
Stafford K.- I am happy to be here, 1 really get a lot out of it, and I hope
1 am here a long time. 
Ir.1in S.·- A school on how Gamblers Anonymous wo!'ks involement is everything 
think J am learning every day what a won1erful fellowship this is thanks for 
being he!'e the steps arc important 
Tom S. 

Steve B. - New York, J have been pertisipatlon the last 3 ½ years one thought 
ahrays with love, when we go back to our· areas make things possible for 
gamblers to grow. We have to live 365, d<JYS a ye1r.
Jale o., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dick D. , DetroH 

Ed P., - Trustee Tri State Intergroup, my 2nd meeting for trustee J have 
learned a lot a!ld enjoyed all of it. Th-'.l11ks. 
Don O., - Massachusetts, I have lear•ned a lot and answered a lot of questions 
to my area, and a lot of you have helped me. Thanks a lot with love. 
Ira C. - Florj.da - I know it has been a.n experience for me. I thank ¥OU for your 
patience, I have been asked to .cerun, and don't know if 1 can handle it. 'l'hanks 
very ver-:1 much for evf>rythine:. 
Louie C.- L:mg Island, New York-Could noL pick up the last fow years l am proud 
of our area we have gone f'r•om 8 r'ooms, to 2!J rooms. 
Bob N. - New York - Someone was taking to me last mght that Garrblers Anonymous 
burns out the energy o:f people, I am happy to say all conference, I have attended 
I have not burned our• yet . Thanks. 
Phll G.- Vancouver ·· It has been a pJeasure to serve. I will rest a while, and 
give a few people in our area t.o serve and get involved a while if you ever' 
cross my area please call and at least say hello. 
B:>b G.- T!'onto Canada·-Kank K., send his Jove could not be here this t:i.me. Like 
to see one convention a year an centeralize it a lot of people would like to come, 
but can not . Thank you. 
Phil s.-California ·- Glad to be here. 
lrv S.-Caljfornia-Ye:;terday lhe trustees meeting was good, because I was not her>e. 
Jerry S.- I.as Vegas - Happy to be here hope the good lord wllJ allow me to do this 
again. 
Tony iv. -Talki.ne to fellow last n.i[.;,>it and you have to·be nuts .to be a trus��, I 
said, yes it talces a special bread to be a trustees . Luve and happines:; l'rum 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Vick S.- Portland, Oregan - Real expcr'lence, I would like to tr·y lL again, I 
mighL go back to school. I am gl.ad such a. G. /1. exist to gover-n this fellowship 
Jerry G.- Chicago - could not pi.ck up. 
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NEvl BUSINESS: 

Bob B.-ClnclnnaLi, Ohio-Thanks for putting up with me, and my poor .language and T 
want to thank t he chairman for getting tlus over with on time. 
JeITy s.- San Diego - 'Thal'lk:J'im Z., for taking me to meetings, J just could not 
have gone if he had not picked us up arrl taken my wife arrl I. Thank everyone 
for the fine job, they have done. 
Dave F. - Connecticut--Has been a marvlous c�xperjence or sha.rj.ng and caring. 
What it means to people thanks for being here need a leadership continued Lo 
have t he growth. 
Howie C. -Thank Al G. , for let tine; me chair· part o f  the meetin(: and thF1�tl:;, for 
putting up with me, and help me to learn more about myself an:l another :goal ·ror 
me getting; through on tiJne, I am here to learn. 
Al G • , Chainran . 
Joe S. - Will Celebrate 20, years this month. Go-ordinator of E.R.I.G. New York, 
evel''YOne for their pertlslpation. 
Al G.- Thank Jim Z., Howie, Dave, for helping;, go in good health and SLay that w·d.y 
through t he fellowship. 
Bell S. - Happy to be her'e in New Yor·l<, I have enjoyed have always enjoyed them. 
Thank you. 
,Jim S. - Nebr-a.ska - Keep corning, keep growing, thank you. 

Respectively Submitted 
Jim Z., Recording SecreLar·y 

COUNI'ING OF OOARD OF REnEl'll'S BIILLOTS 
JUNE 6, 1984 

PRESE!fl': Jim z .. , Mel M., Phil s., Mike P., Walt D., Bill M., Bob F., Manie E., 
Karen H., Irving S. , Warren D. 

Meeting called to order by Jim Z., National Executive Secretary at 7: 30 P .M .. 

Those elecLed were: 

Col lee tion $2;�. 00 
Meeting closed at 9:00 P.M. 

1. Bill M.
2. Marge C.
3. RA_y M.
4. Jerry s.

5. Chet B.
6. Phil S.
7. Karen H.
8. WaJt D .
9, Mike P. 

BalJ ots sent in .. T{

Votes cast ...... 563 
Ballots void ..... :r
were R eseda Thursday,;eali£or!l'lia 

Monday Step G. A. ' Las Vega.<; 
Rowland He.i.ghts, CallfoT'nia 
Reseda Tuesday, Caliform.a 
No name 
Bedford Park, New York 
No name 

- JU -


